India from Another Perspective
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This trip o India resulied from
an invitation from another person in
a different society unknown o me
because | hadd never scen information
on their activities. Mr Sujay & Rupa
Bhah became interested in bonsai
durme an exhabimon w1985
Mumbai. This couple also belongs o
the Parckh group
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enfoved my first experiences in India
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First of all these people live out
side of the maim city of Mumbai
(Bombay). Upon arrival | was escor
ed to a magnificent garden with hun-
Jreds of Bogrsai il pre-bonsal maren
il. It reminded me of my first visit to
China when | went 1o se¢ bonsai
The difference is thar
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TESCNTS 0 Per ral collection amd mot a
commaercial enterprise. The garden
il bonsal are for their own enjoy-
ment and when they have visitors
from other countrics who want o
leam from Indian bonsad they  are
;
welcome to see the Shah trees. Thiey
. .
just love to share their collection and
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Mr. Shah is a landscape designer
.
il owns two nurseries were he hos
thie materal tor his busines and some
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[ bonsai material developing on the
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faster and | have to say that | was very
impressed o know that he has been
only about 5 vears in this new place
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ously in 1989, His passion for plants
aned his desire to leam make him go
the extra mile o get more informa-
tboy and lesmmy trom different -I'-u,.-|'|._
all around the world

Thizs garden &5 known as Surup
P, | hey have hosted many muas
ters from Southeast Asin including
Mlajoan and
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work on trees with them. This way

they learm and share with  puests the
r1.'-.|'.'.||.|.|l.'- that they use to PrOCREale
thicir '|'|.|||I- ard also w leam new
techniques for improving their own
bonsai skills. It is impormant o know
that they have more than 580 different
varietics of plants and more than 20
dilferent varieties of (icus

| could see the nfluence of
Chinese bonsai here. | was really
impressed with thie rock pl it erees and
the forest plantings. Aldso it wis excel-
||.'|:'|I I s8¢ MGy new vanetics of
plants that will grow in my own trop-
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better because | could pick any plane |
wanoed to work with. rlhll. W sl i
g of their multiple gazebos 1o work.
Sometimies | would just sit and watch
them do their planting.

Their plants came from all over
Thailand,
Indonesia,
soeme from Puerto Rico 1o their new
b,
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interesting  that the
Shahs keep some plarves in the grownd
o ket them grow and develop pood
nebari.  Belore up a plant
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neded for a demonsteation or a work-
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Wie waorked for several days and |
also EAaveE legoure demo o others
from India. Many came amd we had a
l.r|,|n|,|url'u| activity in an  excellent
classroom, with plenty food *includ-
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choose. It was a shame that many
people who wanted o come decided
pot 1o becanse they received instruc-
mone o arttend only their own club'’s
This reminds me that |
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fnterested im bonsai. In the words of
my friend John Y. Maka

pold me: “it is impormant that your
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teachers then leave them o develop
their own style,”

SOt imes I'E'l.'l'|1' bilieve that
thiey are the only ones pood enowgh 1o
teach and do not recosmnize the waleni
of their students. | remember in one of
myv clisses in Puerto Rico many years
apo, one of my studenis, a lady known
tor sk “stupid questions” and no mat-
ter how | explained things o her she
never ot it right. Then in one of the
clagses | removed an air laver from a
plant and after [ cur the big branch |
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| have looked at that
plant many times and it was obvious
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to me thar it should be an informal
upright or 2 slanting =tvle. Each siu-
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my ovwn assessment, untl 1 got to the
lady. “1 see 8 semi-cascade or a cas-
cade there,” she stated. Every one
looked ar her and no one said a wond
bt waited for my reaction to anocther
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should not be a cascade or a semi-cas-

cade, | started o see what this lady

was lookme ae. | was the most

impressed  because finally she was
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e more than | could weach her
Why were these bonsai students
o attend another
clubs scrivities! | have no idea but |
itended
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do know thar all who
Indian bonsai with me, thie s
wiry—without restriction

Mr. Sujay & Bupa Shah will be
one of the preatest Masoer ._..._.|-'|._-x
from India in 2 few vears. Their mames
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For my frart, I really AppreCian: the
Oppartunity o visil with them and

their  colleagues  of  the  India
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peruent soon. | need o ory those prataide

¥ i
DLITEErs @i

IULYAUGLIST/SEPFTEMBER 2005 - 3




